
New collaboration by John Burnside & Will Maclean 

ACatechism of the Laws of Storms

John Burnside’s poetry and Will Maclean’s imagery

first came together in a collaborative print–poem

commissioned for the opening of Dundee Contemporary Arts 

in 1999. A Catechism of the Laws of Storms continues the joint projects.

Some years ago Maclean found some dis-bound copies of an illustrated weekly newspaper 

The Pictorial World of 1882–83 and used the woodcut images to assemble a series of collages,

which were then scanned and digitally altered.

The series of collages related to descriptions of storms and hurricanes from nautical books 

and manuals in Maclean’s collection, in particular The Law of Storms by Henry Paddington. 

The collages were shown to Burnside who composed a series of twelve poems in response 

to the images. Maclean in turn altered a number of the images in response to the poems.

For further information please contact Art First, 21 Eastcastle Street, London W1W WDD

Telephone +44 (0)20 7734 0386. www.artfirst.co.uk
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